
Knowledge and Skills Progression – 
Further Spelling Conventions  

 
 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
   To spell simple 

compound 
words (e.g. 
dustbin, 
football). 
To read words 
that they have 
spelt. 
To take part in 
the process of 
segmenting 
spoken words 
into phonemes 
before 
choosing 
graphemes to 
represent those 
phonemes. 

To spell more 
words with 
contracted forms, 
e.g. can’t, didn’t, 
hasn’t, couldn’t, 
it’s, I’ll. 
To learn the 
possessive 
singular 
apostrophe (e.g. 
the girl’s book). 
To write, from 
memory, simple 
sentences dictated 
by the teacher that 
include words 
using the GPCs, 
common exception 
words and 
punctuation taught 
so far. 
To segment 
spoken words into 
phonemes and to 
then represent all 
of the phonemes 
using graphemes 
in the right order 
for both for single- 
syllable and multi-
syllabic words. 
To self-correct 
misspellings of 
words that pupils 
have been taught 

To spell some 
more complex 
homophones 
and near-
homophones, 
including 
here/hear, 
brake/break and 
mail/ male. 
To use the first 
two or three 
letters of a word 
to check its 
spelling in a 
dictionary. 

To spell 
words that 
use the 
possessive 
apostrophe 
with plural 
words, 
including 
irregular 
plurals (e.g. 
girls’, boys’, 
babies’, 
children’s, 
men’s, 
mice’s). 
To use their 
spelling 
knowledge to 
use a 
dictionary 
more 
efficiently. 

To spell complex 
homophones and near- 
homophones, including 
who’s/whose and 
stationary/stationery. 
To use the first three or 
four letters of a word to 
check spelling, meaning 
or both of these in a 
dictionary. 

To spell 
homophones and 
near homophones 
that include nouns 
that end in 
-ce/-cy and verbs 
that end in -se/-sy 
(e.g. practice/ 
practise, 
licence/license, 
advice/advise). 
To spell words that 
contain hyphens 
(e.g. co-ordinate, 
re-enter, co- 
operate, co-own). 
To use a 
knowledge of 
morphology and 
etymology in 
spelling and 
understand that 
the spelling of 
some 
words needs to be 
learnt specifically. 
To use dictionaries 
and thesauruses 
to check the 
spelling and 
meaning of words 
and confidently 
find synonyms and 
antonyms. 



to spell (this may 
require support to 
recognise 
misspellings). 

 


