
Knowledge and Skills Progression – 
Common Exception Words – Prefixes and Suffixes 

 
 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Common Exception Words  
  To write 

some 
irregular 
common 
words. 

To spell all Y1 
common 
exception words 
correctly. 
To spell days of 
the week 
correctly. 

To spell 
most Y1 
and Y2 
common 
exception 
words 
correctly. 

To spell many of 
the Y3 and Y4 
statutory 
spelling words 
correctly. 

To spell all of the Y3 
and Y4 statutory 
spelling words 
correctly. 

To spell many of 
the Y5 and Y6 
statutory spelling 
words correctly. 

To spell all of the 
Y5 and Y6 
statutory spelling 
words correctly. 

Prefixes and Suffixes 
   To use -s and -es 

to form regular 
plurals correctly. 
To use the prefix 
‘un-’ accurately. 
To successfully 
add the suffixes –
ing, –ed, –er and 
–est to root 
words where no 
change is needed 
in the spelling of 
the root words 
(e.g. helped, 
quickest). 

To add 
suffixes to 
spell most 
words 
correctly in 
their 
writing, e.g. 
–ment, 
–ness, –ful, 
–less, –ly. 

To spell most 
words with the 
prefixes dis-, 
mis-, 
bi-, re- and de- 
correctly (e.g. 
disobey, 
mistreat, 
bicycle, reapply, 
defuse). 
To spell most 
words with the 
suffix -ly with no 
change to the 
root word; root 
words that end 
in ‘le’,‘al’ or ‘ic’ 
and the 
exceptions to 
the rules. 
To spell words 
with added 
suffixes 
beginning with a 
vowel (-er/-ed/- 

To correctly spell most 
words with the 
prefixes in-, il-, im-, 
ir-, sub-, super-, anti-
, auto-, inter-, ex- and 
non- (e.g. incorrect, 
illegal, impossible, 
irrelevant, 
substandard, 
superhero, autograph, 
antisocial, intercity, 
exchange, nonsense). 
To form nouns with 
the suffix -ation (e.g. 
information, 
adoration, sensation, 
preparation, 
admiration). 
To spell words with 
the suffix -ous with no 
change to root words, 
no definitive root 
word, words ending in 
‘y’, ‘our’ or ‘e’ and the 
exceptions to the rule 

To convert nouns 
or adjectives into 
verbs using the 
suffix -ate (e.g. 
activate, motivate 
communicate). 
To convert nouns 
or adjectives into 
verbs using the 
suffix -ise (e.g. 
criticise, 
advertise, 
capitalise). 
To convert nouns 
or adjectives into 
verbs using the 
suffix -ify (e.g. 
signify, falsify, 
glorify). 
To convert nouns 
or adjectives into 
verbs using the 
suffix -en (e.g. 
blacken, brighten, 
flatten). 

To use their 
knowledge of 
adjectives ending 
in 
-ant to spell nouns 
ending in -ance/-
ancy (e.g. 
observant, 
observance, 
expectant, 
hesitant, 
hesitancy, 
tolerant, tolerance, 
substance). 
To use their 
knowledge of 
adjectives ending 
in -ent to spell 
nouns ending in -
ence/-ency 
(e.g. innocent, 
innocence, decent, 
decency, frequent, 
frequency, 
confident, 
confidence, 



ing) to words 
with 
more than one 
syllable 
(unstressed last 
syllable, 
e.g. limiting 
offering). 
 
To spell words 
with added 
suffixes 
beginning with a 
vowel (-er/-ed/- 
en/-ing) to 
words with more 
than one syllable 
(stressed last 
syllable, 
e.g. forgotten 
beginning). 

(e.g. joyous, fabulous, 
mysterious, 
rigorous, famous, 
advantageous). 

obedient, 
obedience, 
independent). 
To spell words by 
adding suffixes 
beginning with 
vowel letters to 
words ending in -
fer 
(e.g. referring, 
referred, referral, 
preferring, 
preferred, 
transferring, 
transferred, 
reference, referee, 
preference, 
transference). 

 


