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Knowledge and Skills Progression -

Sentence Construction and Tense -Terminology

| Nursery Reception | Year 1 | Year 2 | Year 3 |  Year4 | Year 5 Year 6
Sentence Construction and Tense

Understand ‘why’ | Use new To use simple | To use the To try to To always To use a To ensure
questions, like: vocabulary sentence present tense maintain the maintain an range of the
‘Why do you think | throughout the structures. and the past correct tense accurate adverbs and consistent
the caterpillar got | day. tense mostly (including the | tense modal verbs and correct
so fat?’ Articulate their correctly and present perfect | throughout a | to indicate use of tense
Develop their ideas and consistently. tense) piece of degrees of throughout
communication, thoughts in well- To form throughout a writing. possibility, all pieces
but may continue | formed sentences. sentences with piece of writing | To always use | e.g. surely, of writing,
to have problems | Connect one idea different forms: | with accurate Standard perhaps, including the
with irregular or action to statement, subject/verb English verb should, might, | correct
tenses and another using a question, agreement. inflections etc. subject and
plurals, such as range of exclamation, To use ‘a’ or accurately, To ensure the | verb
‘runned’ for ‘ran’, | connectives. command. ‘an’ correctly e.g. ‘we were’ | consistent and | agreement
‘swimmed’ for Express their To use some throughout a rather than correct use of | when using

‘swam’.

Use longer
sentences of four
to six words

ideas and
feelings about
their
experiences
using full
sentences,
including the
use of past,
present and
future tenses
and making use
of conjunctions
with modelling
and support
from the
teacher.

Offer
explanations for
why things
might happen,

features of
written
Standard
English.

piece of
writing.

‘we was’ and
‘I did’ rather
than ‘I done’.

tense
throughout all
pieces of
writing.

singular and
plural.




making use of
recently
introduced
vocabulary from
stories, non-
fiction, rhymes
and poems when
appropriate.

Terminology

To recognise
and use the
terms letter,
capital letter,
word, singular,
plural,
sentence,
punctuation,
full stop,
question mark
and
exclamation
mark.

To recognise
and use the
terms noun,
noun phrase,
statement,
question,
exclamation,
command,
compound,
suffix, adjective,
adverb, verb,
present tense,
past tense,
apostrophe and
comma.

To recognise
and use the
terms
preposition,
conjunction,
word family,
prefix, clause,
subordinate
clause, direct
speech,
consonant,
consonant
letter, vowel,
vowel letter
and inverted
commas (or
speech
marks).

To recognise
and use the
terms
determiner,
pronoun,
possessive
pronoun and
adverbial.

To recognise
and use the
terms modal
verb, relative
pronoun,
relative
clause,
parenthesis,

bracket, dash,

cohesion and
ambiguity.

To recognise
and use the
terms
subject,
object,
active,
passive,
synonym,
antonym,
ellipsis,
hyphen,
colon, semi-
colon and
bullet
points.




