
Knowledge and Skills Progression – Reading 
Poetry and Performance/Non-Fiction  

 
 Nursery Reception 

Early Learning 
Goals  

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Poetry and Performance  
 Sing a large 

repertoire of 
songs. 
Know many 
rhymes, be 
able to talk 
about familiar 
books, and be 
able to tell a 
long story. 
Take part in 
simple pretend 
play, using an 
object to 
represent 
something 
else even 
though they 
are not 
similar. 
Begin to 
develop 
complex 
stories using 
small world 
equipment like 
animal sets, 
dolls and dolls 
houses, etc. 
Remember 
and sing entire 
songs. 
Sing the 
melodic shape 

Engage in story 
times. 
Retell the story, once 
they have developed 
a deep familiarity 
with the text; some 
as exact repetition 
and some in their 
own words. 
Learn rhymes, 
poems and songs. 
Sing in a group or on 
their own, 
increasingly 
matching the pitch 
and following the 
melody. 
Develop storylines in 
their pretend play. 
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
what has been 
read to them by 
retelling stories 
and narratives 
using their own 
words and recently 
introduced 
vocabulary. 
Make use of props 
and materials 
when role playing 
characters in 

To 
recite 
simple 
poems 
by 
heart. 

To continue to 
build up a 
repertoire of 
poems learnt by 
heart, 
appreciating 
these and 
reciting some 
with appropriate 
intonation to 
make the 
meaning clear. 

To prepare 
and perform 
poems and 
play scripts 
that show 
some 
awareness of 
the audience 
when reading 
aloud. 
To begin to 
use 
appropriate 
intonation and 
volume when 
reading aloud. 

To recognise and 
discuss some 
different forms of 
poetry (e.g. free 
verse or narrative 
poetry). 
To prepare and 
perform poems 
and play scripts 
with appropriate 
techniques 
(intonation, tone, 
volume and action) 
to show awareness 
of the audience 
when reading 
aloud. 

To continually 
show an 
awareness of 
audience when 
reading out 
loud using 
intonation, 
tone, volume 
and action. 

To confidently 
perform texts 
(including poems 
learnt by heart) 
using a wide range of 
devices to engage 
the audience and for 
effect. 



(moving 
melody, such 
as up and 
down and 
down and up) 
of familiar 
songs. 
Create their 
own songs, or 
improvise a 
song around 
one they 
know. 

narratives and 
stories. 
Invent, adapt and 
recount narratives 
and stories with 
their peers and 
their teacher. 
Perform songs, 
rhymes, poems 
and stories with 
others, and (when 
appropriate) try to 
move in time to 
music. 

Non-Fiction  
 Engage in 

non-fiction 
books. 
Listen to and 
talk about 
selected non-
fiction to 
develop a 
deep 
familiarity with 
new 
knowledge 
and 
vocabulary. 

Offer explanations 
for why things might 
happen, making use 
of recently 
introduced 
vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems 
when appropriate. 
Use and understand 
recently introduced 
vocabulary during 
discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems 
and during role play. 

 To recognise 
that non- fiction 
books are often 
structured in 
different ways. 

To retrieve 
and record 
information 
from non- 
fiction texts. 

To use all of the 
organisational 
devices available 
within a non- 
fiction text to 
retrieve, record 
and discuss 
information. 
To use dictionaries 
to check the 
meaning of words 
that they have 
read. 

To use 
knowledge of 
texts and 
organisation 
devices to 
retrieve, record 
and discuss 
information 
from fiction and 
non-fiction 
texts. 

To retrieve, record 
and present 
information from 
non-fiction texts. 
To use non-fiction 
materials for 
purposeful 
information retrieval 
(e.g. in reading 
history, geography 
and science 
textbooks) and in 
contexts where 
pupils are genuinely 
motivated to find out 
information (e.g. 
reading information 
leaflets before a 
gallery or museum 
visit or reading a 
theatre programme 
or review). 

 


