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Knowledge and Skills Progression — Reading

Words in context and authorial choice/Inference and prediction

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5
Early Learning
Goals
Words in context and authorial choice
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in different contexts.
Listen to and talk
about selected non-
fiction to develop a
deep familiarity with
new knowledge and
vocabulary.

Offer explanations
for why things
might happen,
making use of
recently
introduced
vocabulary from
stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and
poems when
appropriate.

Demonstrate
understanding of
what has been

explain how it
has created
an impact on
the reader.

imagery, style
and effect.




read to them by
retelling stories
and narratives
using their own
words and recently
introduced
vocabulary.

Use and
understand
recently
introduced
vocabulary during
discussions about
stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and
poems and during
role play.

Inference and prediction

Understand
\Whyl

questions, like:

“Why do you
think the
caterpillar got
so fat?”

Offer explanations for
why things might
happen, making use
of recently
introduced
vocabulary from
stories, non-fiction,
rhymes and poems
when appropriate.
Anticipate (where
appropriate) key
events in stories.

To begin to
make simple
inferences.
To predict
what might
happen on
the basis of
what has
been read so
far.

To make
inferences on
the basis of
what is being
said and
done.

To predict
what might
happen on
the basis of
what has
been read so
far in a text.

To ask and
answer questions
appropriately,
including some
simple inference
questions based
on characters’
feelings, thoughts
and motives.

To justify
predictions using
evidence from the
text.

To draw
inferences from
characters’
feelings,
thoughts and
motives that
justifies their
actions,
supporting their
views with
evidence from
the text.

To justify
predictions from
details stated
and implied.

To draw
inferences
from
characters’
feelings,
thoughts and
motives.

To make
predictions
based on
details stated
and implied,
justifying
them in detail
with evidence
from the text.

To consider
different accounts
of the same event
and to discuss
viewpoints (both
of authors and of
fictional
characters).

To discuss how
characters change
and develop
through texts by
drawing
inferences based
on indirect clues




