
Knowledge and Skills Progression –Reading 
Comparing, Contrasting and Commenting 

 
 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 Be able to 

express a 
point of 
view and 
debate 
when they 
disagree 
with an 
adult or a 
friend, 
using 
words as 
well as 
actions. 

Compare and 
contrast characters 
from stories, 
including figures 
from the past. 
Retell the story, 
once they have 
developed a deep 
familiarity with the 
text; some as 
exact repetition 
and some in their 
own words. 
Listen attentively 
and respond to 
what they hear 
with relevant 
questions, 
comments and 
actions when 
being read to 
and during whole 
class discussions 
and small group 
interactions. 
 
Offer 
explanations for 
why things might 
happen, making 
use of recently 
introduced 
vocabulary from 
stories, non-
fiction, rhymes 
and poems when 
appropriate. 

To listen to and 
discuss a wide 
range of fiction, 
non-fiction and 
poetry at a level 
beyond that at 
which they can 
read 
independently. 
To link what 
they have read 
or have read to 
them to their 
own 
experiences. 
To retell familiar 
stories in 
increasing 
detail. 
To join in with 
discussions 
about a text, 
taking turns and 
listening to what 
others say. 
To discuss the 
significance of 
titles and 
events. 

To participate in 
discussion about 
books, poems and 
other works that 
are read to them 
(at a level beyond 
at which they can 
read 
independently) 
and those that 
they can read for 
themselves, 
explaining their 
understanding 
and expressing 
their views. 
To become 
increasingly 
familiar with and 
to retell a wide 
range of stories, 
fairy stories and 
traditional tales. 
To discuss the 
sequence of 
events in books 
and how items of 
information are 
related. 
To recognise 
simple recurring 
literary language 
in stories and 
poetry. 
To ask and 
answer questions 
about a text. 

To 
recognise, 
listen to and 
discuss a 
wide range 
of fiction, 
poetry, 
plays, non-
fiction and 
reference 
books or 
textbooks. 
To use 
appropriate 
terminology 
when 
discussing 
texts (plot, 
character, 
setting). 

To discuss and 
compare texts 
from a wide 
variety of 
genres and 
writers. 
To read for a 
range of 
purposes. 
To identify 
themes and 
conventions in a 
wide range of 
books. 
To refer to 
authorial style, 
overall themes 
(e.g. triumph of 
good over evil) 
and 
features (e.g. 
greeting in 
letters, a diary 
written in the 
first person or 
the use of 
presentational 
devices such as 
numbering and 
headings). 
To identify how 
language, 
structure and 
presentation 
contribute to 
meaning. 

To read a wide 
range of genres, 
identifying the 
characteristics of 
text types (such as 
the use of the first 
person in writing 
diaries and 
autobiographies) 
and differences 
between text types. 
To participate in 
discussions about 
books that are read 
to them and those 
they can read for 
themselves, 
building on their 
own and others’ 
ideas and 
challenging views 
courteously. 
To identify main 
ideas drawn from 
more than one 
paragraph and to 
summarise these. 
To recommend 
texts to peers 
based on personal 
choice. 

To read for 
pleasure, 
discussing, 
comparing and 
evaluating in 
depth across a 
wide range of 
genres, including 
myths, legends, 
traditional stories, 
modern fiction, 
fiction from our 
literary heritage 
and books from 
other cultures and 
traditions. 
To recognise 
more complex 
themes in what 
they read (such 
as loss or 
heroism). 
To explain and 
discuss their 
understanding of 
what they have 
read, including 
through formal 
presentations and 
debates, 
maintaining a 
focus on the topic 
and using notes 
where necessary. 
To listen to 
guidance and 
feedback on the 



 
Anticipate 
(where 
appropriate) key 
events in stories. 
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
what has been 
read to them by 
retelling stories 
and narratives 
using their own 
words and 
recently 
introduced 
vocabulary 

To make links 
between the text 
they are reading 
and other texts 
they have read 
(in texts that they 
can read 
independently). 

To identify main 
ideas drawn 
from more than 
one paragraph 
and summarise 
these. 

quality of their 
explanations and 
contributions to 
discussions and to 
make 
improvements 
when 
participating in 
discussions. 
 
 
To draw out key 
information and 
to summarise the 
main ideas in a 
text. 
 
To distinguish 
independently 
between 
statements of fact 
and opinion, 
providing 
reasoned 
justifications for 
their views. 
 
To compare 
characters, 
settings and 
themes within a 
text and across 
more than one 
text. 

 


